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The modern wing blends unobtrusively with t h e  o lde r  dwell ing,  t o  which 
it  is  connected by doorways from the  west s i d e  of t h e  h a l l .  The l a t e r  u n i t  
conta ins  a l i b r a r y ,  a s i t t i n g  room, a small d in ing a r e a ,  and a ba th ,  w i t h  
bedrooms on t h e  second f l o o r .  The rooms on t h e  r i v e r  s i d e  of t h e  wing open 
onto  a dcep, two-tiered veranda. Between t h e  house and t h e  r i v e r  i s  a p a t i o  
and garden which, l i k e  t h e  o the r  p lan t ings  about t h e  house, were developed 
y Dos Passos. 

- 
Few changes have occurred s ince  John Dos Passos'  dea th  i n  1970. ~ l l  

the  funishings  remain and, a t  t h i s  wr i t ing ,  h i s  book-lined second-floor stud1 
i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner of t h e  house, adjoining h i s  bedroom and fac ing  t h e  
r i v e r ,  i s  v i r t u a l l y  undisturbed.  The au thor ' s  wiaow.now occupies t h e  house. 

- .  *:-:a 
A t  Sandy Po in t ,  about two mi les  downriver a t  the  juncture  of Virgin ia  

Routes 604 and 610, s tands  t h e  house whi.ch served a s  t h e  Dos,Passos'  family 
country home durinrj t h e  a u t h o r ' s  boyhood. The two-story frame res idence  
d a t e s  from t h e  l a t e  n ineteenth  century b u t  is on t h e  s i t e  of a much e a r l i e r  
s t r u c t u r e  evidenced by the  weathexed old  out -bui ld ings  scattered.arou!ld it. 
Both John ~ o s  Passos '  own res idence  and t h e  boyhood p lace  were formerly 
p a r t  of t h e  same l a r g c  tract purchased i n  1E85 by Dos Passos '  f a t h e r ,  then a 
Washington a t torney.  The Sandy Point  house has,  however, passed o u t  of t h e  
family.  

' . *  

The John Dos Passos house i s  a simple, Federa l -s ty le  two-and-a-half 
s t o r y  bric!c s t r u c t u r e ,  cons i s t ing  of t l o  gable-roofed u n i t s :  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
por t ion ,  which da tes  from 1806, and a wing added by Dos Passos i n  t h e  1940's .  
The l a r g c r  and e a r l i e r  u n i t  follows a s ide -ha l l  p l an  and i s  t h r e e  bays wide, 
with thro f l u s h  chimneys between which i s  s e t  a small shu t t e red  a t t i c  window 
a t  the  e a s t e r n  s i d e ' o f  t h e  house. The wal ls  a r e  l a i d  i n  common bond, with 
a corbeled b r i ck  cornice.  The asyrmnetrically-placed doorway opens i n t o  
a wide hallway extending through the house t o  a r e a r  door which looks o u t  
upon t h e  Pot.onlac. Two high-cei l inged rooms l i e  t o  t h e  c a s t  o r  r i g h t  s i d e  of 
the  h a l l .  The handsome p ine  paneling here was executed a t  C~illiamsburg and 
i n s t a l l e d  iihcn Dos Passos r e s t o r e d  t h e  house. A s t r a igh t - run  s t a i r c a s e ,  a l s o  
datj.ng from t h e  Dos Passos r e s t o r a t i o n ,  leads  t o  t h e  second f l o o r ,  where t h e  
ground p lan  i s  repeated.  The kj.tchcn and some work rooms a r e  located  i n  t h e  
basement of t h i s  o lde r  por t ion  of  the house. 
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i Because of h i s  a r t i s t r y  and t h e  ' inc is iveness  with which he portrayed 
t h e  complexit ies  of an emergent twentieth-century America, John Dos Passos 
\has been acclaimed as one of t h e  major and most i n f l u e n t i a l  of modern 
American w r l t e r s .  In U.S.A., Dos Passos invented a new form of s tory-  
I t e l l i n g  i n  which s o c i a m t o r y  i t s e l f  became t h e  dynamic d r i v e  of t h e  work, 
ins t ead  of merely i t s  framework.1 Norr is ,  Dre iser ,  and o t h e r s  d e a l t  with 
t h e  separa te  manifestat ions of a new indus t r i a l i sm,  b u t  none before Dos 
Passos had brought a l l  of these  together  and i n  so  sharp a focus; and, a s  
Maxwell ~ e i s m a r h a s  declared ,  "perhaps none of them had understood so  
c l e a r l y  t h e  nuances of t h e i r  own h i s t o r i c a l  scene."2 

- 
Dos Passos spent  most of h i s  boyhood summers on t h e  Tidewater Virgin ia  

/ family farm along t h e  Potomac River. Later ,  a s  a successful  author and an 
h e l r  t o  the  proper ty ,  he returned i n  t h e  e a r l y  1940 's  and beganres to ra t ion  
l o f a  d i l a p i d a t e d  e a r l y  farmhouse on t h e  "Hominy Hall" t r a c t  of the l a r g e  
holding. I n  1949, he s e t t l e d  t h e r e  permanently and, while maintaining a 
home i n  Baltimore, spent  t h e  l a s t  twenty-five years  of h i s l i f e  i n  i i e shore -  1 
land County. l is f i n a l  works, althouqh no t  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  h i s  cont r ibut ibn  

.of t h e  1920's and 1930's were l a r s e l v  wr i t t en  here.  
! 

Biography 

John Dos Passos was born on January 14,  1896 i n  Chicago. He moved 
around a g r e a t  d e a l  a s  a c h i l d ,  a t tended Choate and then Harvard, from 
which he was graduated i n  1916. He then s tud ied  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Spain f o r  
a time, and became involved i n  t h e  F i r s t  World War a s  a "gentleman volunteer '  
f o r  the  French ambulance service .  After  t h e  war, he  t r ave led  extens ively  a s  
a newspaper correspondent and free-lance wr i t e r .  In  P a r i s ,  he came t o  know 
Ernest  Hemingway, Ezra Pound, James Joyce, and o the r  l i t e r a r y  luminaries of 
t h e  period.  

H i s  f i r s t  two books, One Man's I n i t i a t i o n  (1917) and Three So ld ie r s  
(19211, were based upon h i s  wartime experiences,  s t r i p p i n g  war and m i l i t a r y  
l i f e  of the  romanticism with which t r a d i t i o n a l l y  they had been viewed. The 
f i r s t  of h i s  many unusual t ravelogues ,  Rosinante t o  the  Road Again, appeared 
i n  1922. I t  d e a l t  with Spain, which a t t r a c t e d  and insp i red  Dos Passos a s  
it d i d  Hemingway. The pub l i ca t ion  of Manhattan Transfer  i n  1925 was the  
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